It is known to most of the members present, that this committee, consisting originally of three members, was formed at the annual meeting of 1849. In addition to the special duty of making a report on dental literature, the committee was required to take up also the subject of dental education.
Upon consultation, two difficulties occurred to the members of that committee : they could not but believe that the duties assigned it were more than it could profitably attend to, and there was doubt as to what the society desired in the way of a report on dental literature. For these reasons, nothing was done until the meeting above alluded to was called.
It was then, after some discussion, decided that the committee on dental literature should be exclusive of any other subject, and that its duties should be confined to an examination of American dental literature. For reasons stated at length, at the time, this restriction did not meet the views of the undersigned, and although he consented to perform the duty assigned him by your favor, it was with reluctance, and subsequent regret.
In addition to this restriction, the impression made upon the undersigned from the tenor of the discussion which occurred at the time, was, that the society desired nothing more than a brief descriptive catalogue of such works upon Dental Surgery as were the production of American authors.
Governed by these impressions, the undersigned, your committee, engaged in the examination of such works as came within his reach. These were courteously furnished from the library of professor C. A. Harris, and embrace nearly every thing upon the subject, which has appeared in this country.
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The first work published in this country, the first at least within the knowledge of the undersigned, is mentioned in a catalogue at 
